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Explore the hidden history of the Vale of White horse this summer
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“Abingdon Hear Ye! .
® Explore for free

® England’s Oldest Town

® Discover The Lost Abbey ...”




Abingdon’s hidden heritage

Discover the market town of Abingdon’s rich history at the Abingdon Heritage Weekend on the 10th and 11th September. You will be able to look around houses and buildings that are not normally open to the public. The Lost Abbey Project will be launching a new information trail with help from a mediaeval jester. There will be Victorian walks, walks round old pubs, old model railways, an MG Rally, and the annual fun in the park. To find out the latest visit www.abingdonheritage.co.uk 
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Where legends come to life

Visit the district’s name sake, the famous White Horse at Uffington and stroll along the Ridgeway to discover the other amazing sights. Dragon Hill lies just below the white horse, the bare white patch in the grass is the site where legend has it that St George slew the dragon, it’s blood poisoned the grass so that it never grew again!

Close to the white horse is Uffington Castle, an early iron aged fort that was built about 2,700 years ago. The hill fort was not permanently occupied, instead it was used occasionally as the site for sacred ceremonies. Between the 17th and 19th Centuries huge fairs and sporting competitions known as the "Pastime" were held here. Up to 30,000 people attended these festivities, the last great "Pastime" was held in 1857.

A littler further along the Ridgeway at Ashbury, the Wayland Smithy can be found. The Neolithic long barrow is approximately 5,000 years old. In local legend Wayland, the Anglo Saxon smith god would, unseen, shoe a horse for payment of a silver coin.

After a good walk along the Ridgeway, why not pop in to nearby Wantage for a hearty lunch or a refreshing pint www.visitvale.com/site/main-towns/wantage 
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Literary connections

If you would like to expend less energy but still submerse yourself in the Vale’s past, try a visit to one of the area’s wonderful, unique museums. 
Tom Brown’s School Museum details the life and works of Thomas Hughes, the author of Tom Brown’s school days. The museum also features Sir John Betjeman.  In celebration of the connection between Wantage and Sir John Betjeman the first Betjeman Literary Festival is being held during September. Sir John lived for many years at the Mead in Wantage. Several of his poems and a children's book are based in and around Wantage.
The events programme for the festival can be viewed on the website www.wantagebetjeman.com/events.htm. The Festival will not only celebrate Sir John Betjeman and his work but other well known authors will be included, as well as music and poetry events and a celebration of the visual arts.
The Vale and Downlands Museum, which is housed in a former cloth merchants house displays the geology, archaeology and local history of Wantage and the surrounding area. It includes a café and a visitor’s centre.


Something slightly different
If you fancy venturing in to the realms of the bizarre then a trip to Faringdon’s Folly Tower is in order. The Folly Tower, standing on Folly Hill, is a wonderful viewpoint and a landmark that can be seen for miles around.  The 104ft high tower was built in 1935 by the “last great eccentric”, composer Lord Berners, the then owner of Faringdon House, for his young friend Robert Heber Percy. As well as keeping a giraffe as a pet, Lord Berners famously painted his pigeons pink!
The style of the folly is unusual in that the stark perpendicular building is topped with gothic flourishes and mock battlements, added at the insistence of Lord Berners. It is the last folly to be built in England. 

Visit http://www.faringdon.org/  for information about the Lord Berner’s bizarre magical walks that are happening in Faringdon on various dates throughout August. The Folly tower is open on the following days this year 29 August, 4 September, 2 October and 31 October.
Contact us: Vale of White Horse District Council, Abbey House, Abbey Close, Abingdon OX14 3JE
Tel: 01235 540475 Email:economic.development@southandvale.gov.uk
www.visitvale.com

